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When We Were Famous...
Almost 40 years ago, our church was the focus of an hour long HTV programme called
Morning Worship. A few parishioners in the crowded church that day can still be found in our
church today, albeit a little older and wiser! Some of the faces you can see during that live
broadcast are shown on the page opposite.

The priest at that time, Fr House, is sadly no longer with us. He conducted most of the Mass,
but the homily was given by Fr Michael  Jones-Frank who was brought in for the task, perhaps
because talking fluently, without notes, wasn't the easiest thing to do before a live TV audience!

Some people appear more frequently that others in the broadcast, either because they had a job
to do, or because they were in the line of fire of the TV cameras! One key person is our very
own Eileen Knowles, who read beautifully - twice! - without a hint of nerves! The music group
from St John's RC Church in Trowbridge was commandeered for the event. (Our church
didn't have a music group at that time, but this event was the catalyst and inspiration for the
creation for Shekinah.) The gentleman seated on the right hand side at the front, wearing a
smart dark suit, is Mr Ettridge. Whilst he was not performing himself, he was possibly present
as his daughter Jane was. She can be seen on the right of the music group playing the clarinet.
Mr Ettridge was the Woodwork and Technical Drawing teacher at St Augustine's in
Trowbridge at that time, and was teaching many pupils who were in the congregation. He was
a fine and highly respected teacher and, most happily, he is still with us!

The altar server, who leads the procession out of church at the end of Mass, is Andrew
Simpson. He was 16 at the time and now lives with his wife and four children in Australia!

Members of our Shekinah music group - Mary Lawson, Jo Stamp and Jill Heywood (pictured
opposite to the right of Mr Sadler) - can be seen, and a 12 year old Rachael Swann can be
glimpsed as the camera travels up the aisle, singing her heart out even then!

You will notice many familiar features in the church, and some changes too. Most notably, the
font, now in the Narthex, was to the right of the altar; the crucifix behind the altar is now in the
church hall and was replaced by the one we see today; the windows above the altar are different
and have no stained glass; the circular windows at the back of the church have no stained glass
either; the walls and carpet were a different colour; and the church doors open inward, rather
than outward as they do now - a far more recent change.

To watch the video, go to YouTube and search for: 
Morning Service - live from St George's Church, Warminster - 1984






Fr Michael House, RIP
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 ...Our Church On TV - May 1984

Fr House was the Religious adviser for HTV, and no doubt played a key part in persuading the
Morning Service programme to come and film at St George's.




Eileen Knowles reads wonderfully!




Mr Ettridge, a teacher at St Augustine's.






Mr Sadler, headteacher at St George's.






Mary Lawson receives Holy Communion.






Rachael Swann, centre, a pupil at St Augustine's.





The Quiz Night! - Philip and Pamela Torjussen organised a wonderful evening of
entertainment on Friday 28th April in our church hall. You can read all about it on
page 5!

Last month's magazine - 100 copies of the May magazine were printed at a cost of
£58. This was entirely covered by the £60 raised from advertising and by a £5
donation, leaving a surplus of £7 for this June edition. 

The May issue concluded a three month trial period. The general consensus seems to
be that parishioners would now like the magazine to continue. However, we may need
to look elsewhere for funds to cover the cost, as we cannot rely on the generosity of a
few advertisers who kindly supported the magazine initially to help it get established.
Whilst some funding from the church may be possible, we are grateful to members of
our parish who have, in the past month, made some very generous donations of £20,
£20, £10, £5, £1.50 and £1. This June edition was therefore funded as follows:
Advertising - £20, donations - £57.50 and a surplus from May of £7. In total,  £84.50
was raised. The cost of producing 110 copies was £61, so £23.50 will be carried
forward towards the cost of the July edition. 

Parish magazine deadline - Your contributions to our Parish magazine are most
welcome. Please email them to the editor by the 12th of each month. Thank you to
those who have already submitted contributions and suggestions.

Breakfast Club - our third monthly meeting went well at The Bath Arms in
Warminster! We moved to another part of the pub to shake things up a bit, and this
time we sat around tables by the  bifolding doors, affording us quicker and easier access
to coffee machine! Our next meeting is on Monday 6th June at 7.15am - do come
along!

Can you help our church by getting involved?
'The difference between doing something and doing nothing is everything.'

Parish News
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Centenary Celebrations! - A meeting to discuss ideas for our Centenary year of
celebrations took place on Tuesday 2nd May. A number of events are already planned,
including: Mass in the Civic Centre on August 14th this year; a Pilgrimage to
Glastonbury next May; and Mass, followed by a party next June! More details will
follow in due course.

A wealth of ideas were also put forward and are being considered. These include: a
Flower Festival in our Church; an Art Festival; a Music Event for our talented musical
parishioners and local musicians; a Family Fun Day; a Food Event to celebrate
different cultures; streaming live Masses; a Book of Memories - every parishioner
contributes a special memory; planting a tree in the town park; new church signage; a
new patio area to replace existing broken slabs; a garden seat under the apple tree; a
Grand Breakfast Club meeting; a Book Event with an invited author; improvements to
the Narthex; new vestments and altar clothes; and a new floor covering in the Sacristy!

Parish News
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The world is made up of 3 different
kinds of people...

The person who makes things happen.
The person who sees things happen.

The person who says 'What happened?'

Success consists in
going from failure to

failure without loss of
enthusiasm.

Live within your income,

even if you have to borrow

money to do so.

The biggest risk in life
is not taking one.








On Tuesday 17th May, the Parish Synod group met in the church hall to consider how best to
take forward the suggestions made during the previous Parish Synod listening events.  

The outcome was the decision to establish a Parish Pastoral Council (PPC), which would both
guide and help to coordinate the many current and planned activities and initiatives that our
Parish community indicated it wanted to see taken forward:

Following a discussion concerning how many PPC members were needed and should be
selected, the following parishioners volunteered to be part of the PPC: 

Fr Martin, Teresa Tansey, Nick Swann, Laura Billington, Pennie Blackburn, Jim Lawton,
Michael Tansey, Rachael Swann, Franc Juan, Susan Pearson, Lucinda Phillips and John Foster.

Their next step is to develop the Council's roles and responsibilities, and to liaise with the many
existing Parish volunteers to establish what additional support they would like from the PCC.
Going forward, regular PPC updates will be included in the weekly bulletin and Parish
magazine to ensure all parishioners are aware of developments and able to contribute to their
success.    

If you would like to support any of the current Parish activities, or have ideas for future
initiatives, please contact Fr Martin who will connect you with the relevant PPC members.

Our New Parish Pastoral Council!
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Kindly contributed by Michael Tansey

On 9th January 2017, a meeting was held in the Church Hall to discuss the possibility
of bringing Syrian refugees to Warminster through the Government resettlement
scheme. The house next to St Georges, which is owned by the Church, became
available for rent in March and was offered to the council as a possible home for a
refugee family. On 21st June, after hard work from a number of parishioners in
furnishing and preparing the house, we were delighted to meet the new occupants of
27 Boreham Road.

The family of six, parents and four sons, had fled Syria to Jordan and had been
supported by the UN in joining the resettlement scheme. Now, after five years, the
family will be entitled to Indefinite Leave to Remain and the opportunity to apply for
citizenship. After arriving with no English and very few possessions, they have made
remarkable progress. The two younger boys went straight into education in local
schools and the youngest will be starting his GCSE courses in September. His older
brother is sitting his A levels this year and has been offered a place at Exeter University
to study Mechanical Engineering. The two older sons attended Trowbridge College
and one is now partner in a food business in the town and the other is in the final year
of his Vehicle Maintenance course whilst working part time in a local garage.
Mohamad, who owned a successful haulage firm in Syria before the war, has part time
employment and is working to set up his own business. Faten is fully “employed” as a
mother and some of you will be aware of her wonderful culinary skills after she
provided delicious Syrian desserts at two Christmas Bazaars in the Church Hall before
the Covid pandemic started. A number of us have also been privileged to have enjoyed
the wonderful hospitality offered by the family and to sample the delights of the Syrian
cuisine. Gaining a better understanding of the Islamic faith and of how Christians and
Muslims lived so well together in pre-war Syria has been a joy.

We have been blessed as a parish to share in the wonderful story of the Alsalamat
family and Inshallah (God willing) they will continue to prosper in their new
homeland while we say Alhamdulillah (thanks be to God) for their presence in our
lives.

A Wonderful Story!
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When I was aged fifteen or so, I was one of a group of young people lucky enough to
meet a priest who introduced us to the Young Christian Workers. Their gospel
enquiry method was to See, Judge, and Act, i.e. studying a particular gospel passage
(seeing it); judging it (considering its meaning) and 'acting', (putting into practice what
has been learned). The gospel enquiry was then followed by a Social Enquiry, when a
newspaper article, for example about homeless people, was subjected to the same kind
of study. It was valuable in enabling us to relate one to the other.

The experience had a secondary and perhaps more important result. It taught us,
through the examination of the Gospels, to better appreciate Jesus as the perfect man
that He was. It seems to me that often in our recognition of Jesus' deity, we lose sight
of that humanity. The apostles fell in love with this marvellous man before they had an
inkling of His coming execution and resurrection, and their devotion clearly led them
to change their lives. Young people in particular might benefit from a closer meeting
with Jesus the man than is possible by simple attendance at the Eucharist.

On a lighter note, did Jesus half smile when He told two disciples to go into town and
pick up a donkey. 'Tell anyone who questions you 'Your master needs it'. Yeah Sure.
But they were being trained to Trust. And what mother has not asked a son in an
oblique way to do something, and been met with a reply 'Oh Ma, give me a break'.
Only for the son then to do exactly what the mother wants. Is that the situation at
Cana? Thinking of the everyday of their lives is not in any way demeaning, but rather
it brings us closer to Mary and Jesus as mother and brother. 

Written by a parishioner who wishes to remain anonymous.

Jesus - The Perfect Man
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Ignatian Retreats
Kindly contributed by Denise Wilkins. Part 1 of 2.




During the past 20 years I have consciously been on a number of retreats, both private and
guided, in various locations in Britain. For ease, these can be divided into ‘Ignatian' Retreats
and ‘Personal Prayer’.

Ignatian Retreats are organised by many Dioceses; I’m not sure if Bristol do too. I lived in
Devon, and Plymouth Diocese runs regular retreats of varying lengths in different locations in
the county. An Ignatian Retreat is run by a group with training on how to lead spiritual retreats
for the best results for the retreatant. They could be clergy or lay people. Retreats vary in length
from a weekend to a full week, and are carried out in complete silence, even at meal times.
Couples are asked to maintain silence at all times in public places.

The retreatant has a simple room (possibly en-suite) and three meals a day, with facilities for
coffee/tea-making during the day. The building usually contains a chapel and/or special prayer
spaces, and there are outdoor sitting areas. They are usually set in countryside suitable for far-
ranging walks. There is a daily Mass, and plenty of religious books around on all kinds of topics.

Each retreatant is allocated a mentor, whom he/she meets once each day for about 45 minutes,
and who provides the spiritual guidance. Themes for guidance are decided purely by the
retreatant. In the initial meeting, you say what you want to gain from your time at the centre,
and what you would like to discuss. Topics can be as wide-ranging as you want: How can I
pray?, What does St John's Gospel mean when..?, I am struggling with personal issues and need
a means of gaining peace." Each day the mentor provides suggestions for reading appropriate
Bible texts, or gives handouts of prayers or activities which might help with the chosen topic.
The following day, the retreatant comes back for discussion. You decide yourself what you do
each day, and where you might get the best results for your own thinking and prayer - in your
room, the chapel, the garden, on long walks etc. There is no communication with others, and
people remain just faces to each other at meals or when you meet walking round the building or
area. The retreat is about you and your problems/wishes.

The Ignatian approach is very much an individually orientated one, and it depends for its
success on a person's own determination to gain the most from the help offered. The locations
are always beautiful and restful. I have been to a community of 3 monks in Honiton; to
Buckfast Abbey with its Benedictine traditions and beautiful church and grounds, and to a
large house in Fowey. Has anyone experienced other retreats elsewhere?




Part 2, about Personal Prayer and Places of Pilgrimage, will appear in the July edition. 
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June: Historic News
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1 June, 1946 - Television licences were issued in Britain for the first time; they cost £2.
2 June, 1953 - On a cold and wet day in London, the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth
II took place in Westminster Abbey.
3 June, 1162 - Thomas Becket was consecrated as Archbishop of Canterbury.
6 June, 1944 - D-Day invasion of Normandy by 1 million Allied troops to liberate
Western Europe from German occupation.
9 June, 1870 - The nation’s best loved author Charles Dickens died of a stroke at his
home in Gad’s Hill Place, Kent. His sudden death is being blamed upon his punishing
work schedule, including tours of England and the USA.
10 June, 1829 - The Oxford team won the first-ever Oxford and Cambridge
University Boat Race. Two eight-men crews raced each other along the River Thames
in a contest of rowing power nicknamed simply “The Boat Race”.
13 June, 1944 - The first V1 flying bomb, or “doodle bug” was dropped on London.
16 June, 1779 - Spain declared war on Britain (after France had offered to assist in the
recovery of Gibraltar and Florida), and the siege of Gibraltar began.
19 June, 1917 - In the midst of World War 1 the British royal family renounced
German names (Saxe-Coburg-Gotha) and titles, and adopted the name of Windsor.
20 June, 1756 - In India, over 140 British subjects were imprisoned in a cell measuring
only 5.4m by 4.2m (‘The Black Hole of Calcutta‘); only 23 came out alive.
21 June, 1675 - Construction work starts on Sir Christopher Wren’s St. Paul’s
Cathedral in London.
22 June, 1814 - The Marylebone Cricket Club and Hertfordshire play the first ever
cricket match at England’s Lord’s Cricket Ground.
27 June, 1944 - After 21 days of bloody fighting through the Normandy countryside,
Allied forces took Cherbourg.
28 June, 1838 - Since early morning crowds had gathered along the route through
London that Queen Victoria would take for her coronation in Westminster Abbey.
29 June, 1613 - London’s Globe Theatre was destroyed by flames as a cannon is fired
to announce the king’s entrance in Shakespeare‘s Henry V.
30 June, 1894 - Tower Bridge in London was officially opened by H.R.H. The Prince
of Wales. After the ceremony the bascules were raised to allow a flotilla of ships and
boats to sail down the Thames.

https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/HistoricSitesinLondon/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/The-Coronation-1953/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/Westminster-Abbey/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Thomas-Becket/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Archbishops-of-Canterbury/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/World-War-2-Timeline-1944/
https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/Charles-Dickens/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/HistoricSitesinKent/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/History-of-Gibraltar/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/WorldWarOneCentenary/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/The-Black-Hole-of-Calcutta/
https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/The-History-of-Cricket/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/World-War-2-Timeline-1944/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/Queen-Victoria/
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/William-Shakespeare/


Available daily 2pm - 5pm
bishopstrowhotel.com l 01985 804680

info@bishopstrowhotel.com

MATHS & ENGLISH
TUITION 

For pupils aged 7 to 12














Home tuition in Warminster and
the surrounding area




nickswann.co.uk

15

Did You Know..?

Bed & Breakfast
Quiet, peaceful location.

Light and airy en-suite rooms.
A hearty breakfast!




Home Farm, Boreham Road,
Warminster. BA12 9HF

01985 213266
homefarmwarminster.com

Home Farm

Interesting Facts About The Catholic Church



There are currently over 1.2 billion Catholics worldwide (17.7% of the global
population), distributed as follows: America 49%, Europe 22.9%, Asia 10.9%,

Africa 16.4% and Oceania 0.8%.



Vatican City is the smallest country in the world. Encircled by a 2-mile
border with Italy, Vatican City is an independent city-state that covers
just over 100 acres, making it one-eighth the size of New York’s Central
Park. Vatican City is governed as an absolute monarchy with the pope at
its head. The Vatican mints its own euros, prints its own stamps, issues
passports and licence plates, operates media outlets and has its own flag

and anthem. One government function it lacks: taxation. Museum admission
fees, stamp and souvenir sales, and contributions generate the Vatican’s

revenue!
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B R E A K F A S T  C L U B
R A C H A E L  S W A N N  -  0 7 7 8 0  6 9 1 2 9 2  

S T  G E O R G E ' S  R C  C H U R C H
W E B S I T E :  S T G E O R G E S W A R M I N S T E R . C O . U K  
E M A I L :  W A R M I N S T E R . S T G E O R G E @ C L I F T O N D I O C E S E . C O M

S O C I A L  M E D I A
F A C E B O O K  P A G E  -  S T  G E O R G E ' S  C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H ,  W A R M I N S T E R
F A C E B O O K  G R O U P  -  W A R M I N S T E R  C A T H O L I C S

L O C A L  S C H O O L S
S T  G E O R G E ' S  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L ,  W A R M I N S T E R .  0 1 9 8 5  2 1 8 2 8 4
S T  A U G U S T I N E ' S  C A T H O L I C  C O L L E G E ,  T R O W B R I D G E .  0 1 2 2 5  3 5 0 0 0 1

S I N C E R E  T H A N K S  T O
O U R  C O N T R I B U T O R S  T O  T H I S  M O N T H ' S  M A G A Z I N E .
C H I C O  H O L T O N  F O R  T H E  C O V E R  D R A W I N G  -  C H I C O H O L T O N . C O M .
S A R U M  G R A P H I C S ,  S A L I S B U R Y  F O R  P R I N T I N G  O U R  M A G A Z I N E .
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https://www.google.com/search?q=st+george%27s+school+warminster&rlz=1CAKDZI_enGB922GB922&oq=st+george%27s+school&aqs=chrome.0.0i355i512j46i175i199i512j69i57j46i175i199i512j0i512j46i175i199i512l2j0i512l2j46i175i199i512.3811j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://www.google.com/search?q=st+augustines+catholic+college&rlz=1CAKDZI_enGB922GB922&sxsrf=APq-WBuO20C8OreyGGJs2DHyP-BgrFATkw%3A1643708779578&ei=awH5YcHfIs36gAbin6HoBg&gs_ssp=eJwFwUkOgCAMAMB49RGGi2frCuUJ_qKUukSURDDh-c7UdXd3gG958ILKtlAmo0c_G-9Q_OJotFBED4zagZGeaNl4bVJW9O1fyucjSTHlI4aTFccQZJcfEhga1Q&oq=st+aug&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAEYBTIECCMQJzIECCMQJzIECCMQJzIKCAAQsQMQyQMQQzIFCAAQkgMyCwguEMcBEK8BEJECMgQIABBDMgcILhCxAxBDMgQIABBDMhAILhCABBCHAhDHARCvARAUOgoILhDHARCvARBDOgUIABCABDoGCAAQFhAeOgsIABCABBCxAxCDAToICAAQgAQQsQM6CAgAEIAEEMkDOgcIABCxAxBDOgcIABDJAxBDSgQIQRgASgQIRhgAUABYjxtgiTpoAHACeACAAeYBiAH5HpIBBjIuMjQuM5gBAKABAcABAQ&sclient=gws-wiz#

